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4 A Copy of a 
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| written to one of the Members of Parlament now ſitting: 
wWhereinis contained a ſerious reflection, upon the ſal- 
lacies and diſiugemtouſueſs of the Army , 18 thetr ſe- 
wer Unalterable Fundamentals , /ately publiſhed. 
As alſo a ſeafonable Caution to all Governoars , for 
their better ſecuring themſelves and the Nation, from 


being made any more a prey to the lufts and mill of 
the Army, and their Adherents. 


2 Aving lately peraſed thoſe few Princ1- 
{ ples, agreed on; as it was ſa:d) by, 

the G:znerall Councill of Officers, 

and publiſhed for the people's view , 

under the Title of , Ynatterable t un. 

aamertals; I rhought it my dury, as a 

Member of this Common-wealrh, 

Lovive in my ſenſe hereof , rogether 

with theſe Caution: following. Provid-nce having fo or- 
dered it, ( 1 hope for the beſt ) that after this ſecond, and 
therefore moſt ſhamefull defe&ion of one part of the Ar- 
my, you are now ina hopzfull way of being eitabliſhed, 
in that fulneſs of power you have laid claimto, andI 
hope will improve, chrough grace , to the eſtabliſhmenc 
of the Laivs of God and the Nation, and che vindicarion 
of th2 p:ople from Oppreſſion and Tyranny. For God 
having done ſo much in mercy for you, it is now in the 
expectation of all men, whar you in dury will do for him 

and his people. 

Before I come to the Fundamentalls here mentioned, 

I ſhall premiſe this Quzrie rouching the Authors there. 
of, Whether they are not the unficreſt men to be makers 


of unalterable Fundamentalls, thac haye bzen the greateſt 
A Breakers 
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Breakers of Fundamentalls themſelves, and ſuch too as 
were thought as Unalterable , as both by the conſent of 
the People, and rhe Wiſdom and authority of Gover- 
nours, could be effected. 

The firit particular agreed on, for an unalterable Fun- 
damentall, 1s , Thar there ſhall be wo Kingſnip exerciſed in 
theſe Nations, But becauſe I know not how to anſwer 
Taurtoligies, I ſhall joyn this,and the Propotition follows 
10g together, 2&. 

1 hat they will not have any ſingle Perſoayo exerciſe the Of- 
ce of chief Magiſtrate in theſe Nations, For what is King- 
ſhip , bur a ſingle Perſon exerciſing the Office of chief 
Magiſtrate in theſe Nations ;and if there be no jivgle Per- 
ſon, there can be no King. To theſe two then I anſwer , 
It is not the Formall part in the word, K:-p, or in that 
ſingle number , Oze , which hath been ſo long engaged 
2gainſ(t ; bur the Subltanriall part, in thar latitude of 
Power, and Arbitraines of Government , the Spuir and 
life of Tyranny ; which, be it in one, or intwo, 
or in twenty , is the ſame burden and oppreſſion , ro 
the free- born people of this Common-wealch, Monar- 
chy being rejected and laid aſide, racher as an opportu- 
nity and firneſs for Tyranny to ſeat irc ſelf in, than as Ty- 
ranny ir ſelf; which doubtleſs may be found in any form, 
which 1s fartheſt diſtant from it, where Perſons are cor- 
rupt, and Laws be defective. 

That an Army may be con:inued , and be condutted , ſo as 
it may ſecure the Peace of theſe Nations, and not be dishanded, 
nor the Condutt thereof altered , bnt by conſent of the ſaid 
Conſervaters appointed, 1 anſwer, Thar foraſmuch as Au- 
chority of it ſelfis but a name, and meer formall thing , 
withour rhe ſoul and ſpirit of Government , which is 
Rrength ro compell , whatſoever Authority ſhall com- 
mand. Therefore I muſt afſert theſe rwo Pohrtions, as un- 
alrerable Maxims. 

I. That the Parliament , which is owned as rhe Su- 
Pream Authority of the Nation and their Army, which, 
Incruch, is the firength and finnes of this Authority , 
muſt be ſo much one. as that the Army , our of thar inte- 
reſt and influence which the Parliament hath over it , by 

way 
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way of neceſſity , muſt acknowledge and yield up thereunto 
the righr, of giving definitive ſencence, and power of juding 
har 1s fit and reaſonable, for the people of this Nation, 
uſurped of lare by part of che Army, and their Adherants. 

2. This muſt be done fo really , without any more contra- 
diction or oppoſition , than any private man, who 1s not of 
the Army, ſhall uſe, in his own behalfe , who 1s onely paſ- 
five herein. Otherwiſe, to own any Supream Power above 
the Army, 1s a groſs contradiction. 

That n9 impoſition may be npon th? conſciences of them , 4. 
that fear Go/, This, becanſe it 1s unalterable, uw hath nee 
to be more fully and plainly expreſſed ; that is to ſay , That 
no impoſition ſhall beupon the conſciences of thoſe, whom 
the Supream Authority ſhall adjudge to fear God , and not 
what the Army ſhall drermine herein. : 

That their be uo Houſe of Pezrs, Obſerve what car2 1s ta- I 

ken, to make up their Fundamentalls of words onely; that 
they may keep themſelves looſe in the things themſelves. 
Ir is not anocher Houſe they reſolve againſt, but a Houſe of 
Peers : *Tis a Houſe of Lords, forſooth, and not a Houſe 
{hall Lord it over us, that they will venture for ever to 
declare againſt, As long as rhey will not have a Houſe of 
Peers, alrhough they have the ſame , and far greater power 
Nha in other perſons, and names, is ſufficient and fair 
*nough, 

T har the Legiſlative and Executive Pawers ſhall be diſtint, 6, 
and nt in the ſame hanis, Thar any may lee of what mettle 
their Fundamentalls are made of. This Sixth Propoſition 
hath broken the neck of the Fifth already ; for there, rhey 
declare ag1inſt a Houle of Peers, and yer here, they ſay, they 
will have another Aſſembly diltin& from the Parliament ; ro 
Whom , if you give no more power than the Houſe of Peers 
had , rh2n are they as needleſs as you * Vored the Houle of « \j..ch 19. 
Peers tobe: If you give them more power than the Houſe 1g48. An 48 
of Peers had, then what becomes of your priviledges of Par- for aboliſhing 


liament? Then ler mecell you ,Your Rump (as they call it) _ Houſe of 
p CCNS. 


15 NOT WOrth a ———— 
Thar both the A ſſemblies of the Parliament (hall be elefted by 7. 


the people of this Common-wealth , duly qualified. The Army 


ſhould have made one Fundamentall more , rhar is to lay , 
A 2 Thar 
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That the Army ſhould be for ever deemed , the onely duly 
qualified people of this Common-wealth ; and then rhe next 
Fundamentall comes in plainly and ſincerely, without an 
fraud or juglivg , viz. 7 hat both the Aſſemblies of the Palia« 
methall be clelted by the people of this Common-wealth , duly 
qualified ; thar is ro lay, with Red-coats, Muskets, Swords, 
and Pixes. Otherwiſe, we have great cauſe to fear, that they 
who have ſolong aſſumed this Title, as peculiar to theme 
ſelves , wull never diſclaim ir at the eletion of Parhia- 
ments. 

Now, Sir, Fearing thar Party , which bath ſo ſhamefully 
fallen away from you, hath yer too great an intereſt in many 
perſons among you ; yea, ſeeing daily ſo many ofthem , as 
ro outward appearance, adinitred into grace and fivour 
with th: Parliament, and thorough the careleſneſle of ſome, 
into places of chiefelt rrutt in this Common-wealth, I can- 
not but give you, as al:eady a brief account of rheir #na/te- 
rable Fundameatalls, ſo now. lizewiſe a ſhorr and ſeaſonable 
Caution for your fatu:e dzaling with them. 

It is no lefle wiſe, then old ſaying, Firſt try, and then 


rruſt ; God hath given you a fair triall, both of your Friends. 


and Enemies, if you maxe not aright advantage, Deſtruction 
will come upon you without pitty. 

Take no: 1ce, rhere are many now, will come 1n unto you 
daily, compelled by n-cefficy, nor affection > who will by 
conſequence no lonzur remain with you , then that bond of 
neceiity laiterh 3 Be well aaviſed , concerning thoſe that 
have appeared again{t you, rhough now they cry you up ne- 
ver ſo loud, 'tis ro do-themſeives good, and nor you, that 
they now carry a face of friendſhip towards you. 

They will now be trearing with you a pace, bur treat with 
no more then you muit needs ; You are now able to ſtand 
upon your owne leggs, it will engage the Nation the more 
for you , the lefle you comply with th: Enemies of their 
Peace,therr Rehigion,their Laws. and {heir Liberry : beiides, 
by this means you pay the Defeted party all their Arrears, 
without purting the Nation to any further charge,which wal 
be accounted as a juit puniſhment upon them, who have in- 
rerrup:.d you 3 andin you a fatherly care, ard provicdent re- 
ip: ro the puiſes of the People, (ſo much already oe 
{ie 


— 
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ted) which they will draw the freelier, (45 being the better 
able ) to pay off all thoſe that have been inſtruments of your 
re-eſtabliſhment 3 Remember what Principles they are of, 
and then confider , what faith they are like to keep with 
You. 
_ As firſt, they do afhrm , That Lawes, Atts, and Statuter, 
are b.nding or not binding , as they appear 19 the Army , to relate 
or conJnce to common and publick right or wrong, page Jo 

2. They ab/ulve the Common-wealth from their obligations 
to your Laws , which they ſhall adjudge to be deſtrative to their 
rereſt and advantare, \bid. 

3. That as all Lawes, Stazutes, Afts, and Ordinances ; ſo all 
Covennants, Engagements, Promiſes, and Proteſtations ; all Ac- 
knowleds ments, Subſcriptions , Vows, and Oaths; all and all 
manucr of Obligations and Expreſſions thereof , are oxely binding 
1;to the Pubilick ſafety , 211t at all to the per ſous of Governonrs , 
or Governments, but with reference thereunto, Of which Pub- 
lick ſafety, theſe men have affiirmed, That :t belorgs to tnem- 
ſerver, wh:m they call the People, and not to the Parliament, who 
are their Gove: nonrs, to judge of , which their late proceedings 
do ſufficiently reftifie. pap. 4. 

4. Thir the Serldiery may lawfully hold the hands of their 
Generall , if they jua!l ſay, he turns the Canon 4 gainſt them ; 
rhough ir appear to their Generall, and all che world b2fides, 
he dorh nor ſo, p.79.6. 

Ss. That it is::0 reſiſtance of Mariſtracy , for an Army to p*e- 
ſerve the pabiics,, naterall, and r:ndoub.ed rights of the People , 
againſt their lawful! Magiſtrates, pag. 6. 

6. That they ought za to diliver the Snord ot of their 
hards, for the ſacrificing af that cauſe, which God , by his Pro- 
vedence , h::h put into their hands , for its proteitien and de- 
fence, Pig. 23. 

7. That the making of an inconvdi:ionate Prom:fe and En- 
gagement, is ('n ; and that the keeping of it is [in alſo, pag, 24- 

8. T hat the Par! ment are not proper Fudges of what is con- 
ventent to be gone ſor common intereſt , in the C:ſe of the Sorldite 
T), but that common is ereſt muſt be the onely judo, P22 26. 

9.7 ha thou;hin other caſes you are the onely Tudres , as in 
that of Sir George Boorh ; yet , ia their caſes, yor: are not ro be 
Jadges, as in that cfrhe ane Officers of the Army, pag. 279. 


10, That 


vid. Army's 
Flea for their 
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x 0. That by a Parliament muſt be meant the Major part of 
a Parliament, and not the Minor, pag. 20. 

11. That they may as well be Judges to turn jou ont of the 
Houſe , 4s they were allowed io be Tudges , to turn the Major 
part out befare, pag. 29. 

12, And laÞtly, I ſhall cite you this one more out of their 
Declaration, Ott+6, 27. 1659. viz. That the People, by eletting 
Members 1 repreſeat them ia Parliament , had cut that Knot 
with their own Sword , which by no other waies was capable to be 
diſſelved or broken, 

Our of this brief Collection, you may ealily inform your 
ſelfe, what obedience they are like to give , what faith they 
are like co keep, and whar ſafety you are like to have among 
this diſobedient , and faithlefle crew of Mutiners ; who 
owning no other Law rhen their owne Will, no other pow- 
er then their owne Sword, will never become ſubjed ro the 
Lawes of the Nation, or the ſword of the Magiftrare, untill 
the body of them ſhall be difſolyed into their firlt Princt- 
palls, 

Nor can I think , I leave you ſafe here , without patting 
you in mind of thoſe their adherents, whom they call the 
SeRaries ; Theſe indeed are the men , have eFeQed your in- 
terruption more then any, oppoling your Prizcip/es as much 
as your Power, Who thorough ſome mei:'s Careleſneſle, 
and their own Diligence, have crept unavcares into the moſt 
contiderable places, borh of Truit, anc Powe: 1) theſe Na- 
tions ; And who covld not bur read your Deſtiny, that be- 
Eeld this over-ſight in you. Grow wiſe , then by Experi- 
ence, and Remember ro pur thoſe inro places of Truſt and 
Power , that are of your owne principles; This 1s your 
Duty, your Honour, your Safety, your Intereſt, And you 
have g00d reaſon to belicve, rhat they that think themſelves 
above the Ordinances of God , will never cordially ſubmir 
ro the Ordinances of Man, Religion among thoſe that are 
zetlous, 15 counted their chief intereſt, for this they will 
not {i1ck ro venture their ERares, their Reputation , and all 
that is dear unto them ; ſo that their ſhall be neither Oarh, 
nor Covenant, nor Promiſes, bur rhis like the Pope , ſhall 
be alwaies ready, wirh ſome to give them a diſpenſation who 
tis feared, have too many among them of the Jeſuits crew, 
who 
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who will'eafily diſpute them into this belief , that they do 
God good ſervice , ( when occalion ſhall ſerve ) to keep no 
faith with you, whom they eſteem as Heretiques. 

Men of different principles, can never unite at rhe heart, 
though with flattering Lips, and a double Tongue , they 
may ipeak every one to his Neighbour, yet they will diico- 
ver themſelves in their proper ieaſons. 

Divide not the victery with them , who would fain get a 
hank upon the Government, not that they intendro be with 
you any longer, then under your ſhadow, and preſent pro- 
recion ; they may provide for themtielves, and thelr friends 
ſafety,till in time they may g10w up, to OVer-top you again, 
( as 11] wezds grow 5pare.) What eyer leaves they may now 
put ſoith, thei: natuiall fruirs will not bear proportion to. 

Ard now I hope, having known what it 15 to be kept out 
of the houſe your ſelves , and having made ſuch birter com- 
plaigrs ag: init chegg him wore your Ditlurbers 5 Now I ſay, 
I hope you will picty your brethren of the Long Parhamenr, 
and not dotothem , as yo; woula nor have others do unto 
you: Though they arc not Aſujores natn, yet they are CAſas- 
gores 2:m2r9,to whom the birth righr, in che natnrall courſe 
of the Law , undoubredly belongeth. The very eflence of 
former Parliaments , and whar 1s it indeed among your 
ſelves? whar is it among every piivate Committee , or 
meeting of men of Authority , thar challengern co it lelte 
the Authority of doing , wirthour any contradiction ; but 
the greater number : rill you acknowledge your backſlidings 
In full, as the Army did theirs bur in part , andcall inthe 
Major part of the houſe , as thy did the Minor parr onely, 
till your Repentance be unfained , and your Reformation 
perfect, you will neyzr be eſtabliſhed inthe peoples Love, 
and what ſecurity can you have in the pzoples Fear? which 
mult be maintained by the power of an Armies inconſtan:y) 
who can with the ſame breath, both bleſſe , and curſe their 
Maſters. 

God hath ſer you once more in your places , ir may be, 
toſceif you will ſet others in theirs alſo. Remember you: 
Repentance in the day of your diftrefſe ; There were ſome 
St you, when the Army had ru:n2d you out . condemned 
your ſelves for not takivg the reſt of your fellow Members 
In. 
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in, As the Army gave you that Opportunity , to ſee your 
faults, ſo God hath now given you his opportunity, wherein 
you may mend them. 

Do nor then fallly imagine your ſelves at your journies 
end, nor take up your reſt in your imperfe& number ; bur 
know that you are not ſer up as the ſ\ummaryend , and per- 
fe&ion of Government , bur onely as a ftt opportunity, and 
probable way , whereina more perfe& Government may be 
obtained and eſtabliſhed; which , as it is your duty to en- 


deavour to effeR, {o it will be your chiefeſt glory to bring to 
PerfeRion, 


Heb: 1649 


